
1950s American Culture 

The Silent Generation 



Baby 

Boom 



Baby Boom 



Polio 



Jonas Salk 



Salk and University of Pittsburgh 
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Levittowns (New York)  
Built by: William Levitt 



Levittowns ($7,990) 



Construction of Levittowns 
 

• 27 step process 
 

• 4 rooms -2 bedrooms,    

1 living room, and           

1 kitchen/dining room 
 

• Kitchens were yellow 
 

• Build 36 homes in a day 
 

• 1949 -1,400 contracts 

signed in 1 day 



Hempstead, New York 

17,450 Homes with 82,000 people 



“Keeping up with 

the Jonses” 



“Keeping up with the Jonses” 
Households Owning 1940 1955 

Automobile 50% 71% 

Television set 0% 76.1% 

Refrigerator 44% 94.1% 

Washing Machine 46% 84.1% 

Clothes Dryer 0% 9.2% 

Vacuum Cleaner 38.0% 64.3% 



Fashion 
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Toys 
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Hip 1950s Words  

• baby 

• blast 

• burn rubber 

• cat 

• cut out 

• flick 

• heat 

• pad 

• threads 

• cute girl 

• good time 

• accelerate 

• cool person 

• leave 

• movie 

• police 

• home 

• clothes 







1950s Sex Symbols 

Marilyn Monroe 

 

• starred in 30 movies 

– Some Like It Hot 

– Seven Year Itch 

 

• Sex Symbol of the 20th 

Century (Playboy) 

• Sexiest Women of the 

20th Century (People) 

 



1950s Sex Symbols 

“A Rebel Without A 

Cause” 

 

• starred in 3 major 

movies 

 

• died Age 24 years old 

James Dean 



1950s Television 

Gunsmoke 
• 1955 – 1975 

• 635 episodes 

 

• #1 show -4 years 

– (1957 – 1960) 

 

• Tied longest running 

primetime drama 

(Law and Order) 

 

 

 

• #1 show -4 years 

– (1957 – 1960) 

 



I Love Lucy 

• 1951 – 1957  

• 179 episodes 

 

• #1 show -4 of 6 years 

– ended #1 show 

 

• #2 show of all-time 

(TV Guide) (2002) 



“Lucy goes to the hospital” 

 

• 2nd biggest percentage 

of households watched 

this episode ever 

 

– 71% 

– 44 million 



1950s Music 
Rock Around the Clock 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Rock_Around_the_Clock.jpg


Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame 

Cleveland, Ohio Alan Freed  

Cleveland DJ 

Rock ‘n’ Roll 



Elvis Presley – “The King” 

 

• 18 #1 hits 
 

• 10 albums #1 
 

• leading artist on 

country, R & B, and 

gospel charts 
 

• starred in 33 films 

 



“Ladies and Gentleman, Elvis has 

left the building” 



The Beatniks 

Challenging the Silent Generation 
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